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WELCOME
to the brainstorming event to initiate the co-creation of a new 

national state of environment information provision system for the 
information age, 17-18 October 2019, Manhattan Hotel, Pretoria
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The SAE 2025 Visioning Workshop
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Orientation

Presentation to the brainstorming event to initiate the co-creation 
of a new national state of environment information provision 

system for the information age, 17-18 October 2019, Manhattan 
Hotel, Pretoria
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The SAE 2025 Visioning Workshop Session 1.3

Presented by Peter Lukey, Chief Director: Knowledge 
and Information Management
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Overview

Workshop Background;

Environmental Awareness in South Africa;

Workshop Aim and Objectives; 

Workshop Programme; and 

Safety and Logistics

3



Bringing 
state of environment reporting 

into the information age
Background to 
the SAE 2025 
Visioning 
Workshop

4



SA

Background – Questioning the status 
quo

How relevant and impactful is a ‘state of 
environment book’ published every 5 years in 
this information age?

Is our traditional approach to state of 
environment reporting contributing to broad 
societal environmental literacy?

Are we in competition with Twitter, U-Tube and 
other sources of ‘fake news’ and ‘alternative 
facts’ and are we winning? 
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SA

Background – Co-creating a new 
approach

A new approach needs new perspectives and 
new ideas

A new approach must engage all South Africans 
– nothing about us without us

Information dissemination is very different in the 
Twitter world
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SA

Background – Co-creating a new 
approach

The tweets that catch the attention of 
individuals are those that –

• Impact on personal values and beliefs; or

• Impact on personal behaviour; or

• Impact on personal income or possessions.

The tweets that get retweeted are those that –

• Make you happy; or

• Make you angry
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Environmental 
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Background (Cont.)

In June this year, the following question was 
submitted through the DEFF-CSIR Rapid 
Response Research (3R) facility –

“What previous local or international surveys 
have been undertaken on South African public 

awareness around the environment or 
environment-related matters, what were their key 
findings, and what questions could be repeated in 

future surveys to build an historical awareness 
profile?”
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Key findings
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A few international surveys have involved investigating 
awareness of environmental issues in South Africa

Climate change awareness and knowledge is the most 
commonly surveyed

Very few national surveys investigating public environmental 
awareness in South Africa

Numerous surveys undertaken as part of research for 
postgraduate studies or research projects that measure the 
awareness of localised populations in South Africa. 

Unclear if the results of these surveys reach the relevant 
decision makers, and as such if the information emanating 
from these surveys has an impact on decision making. 
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Climate change surveys

Predictors of public climate change awareness and risk perception 
around the world, the Gallup Organization, 2007-2008 –
• 30-39% awareness of climate change; of which 50-69% believe climate 

change to be a serious threat, i.e. in 2008, only ~20% of South Africans 
believed climate change to be a serious threat

South Africa talks Climate: The public understanding of climate 
change, BBC World Service Trust and British Council, 2010 –
• Most South Africans are aware of the phenomenon of global climate 

change, but their understanding of the science is patchy. 

A global survey of young adult’s perceptions of carbon and climate 
change, Carbon Trust, 2012 –
• Over a third of young South Africans claim to be aware and use the 

term “carbon footprint”. In addition, a quarter are trying to reduce their 
carbon footprint but say that they could do more.
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Climate change surveys (Cont.)

Greendex 2014: Consumer Choice and the Environment: A World 
tracking Survey, National Geographic and Global Scan, 2014 –
• South Africans demonstrate relatively high levels of environmental 

concern on par with other emerging economies. 

Global concern about climate change, Pew Research Center, 2015 –
• Survey showed that in all questions asked about climate change, less 

than half of the surveyed population showed any awareness. 

Afrobarometer: Are South Africans prepared to confront climate 
change?, Afroborometer, 2018 –
• South Africans held mixed views on whether climate conditions for 

agricultural production, floods, and droughts have worsened over the 
past decade.
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Climate change surveys (Cont.)

The 2018 Afroborometer –
• More than half (54% - 31 

million) of South Africans 
said they had never heard of 
climate change. 

• Rural residents (63%), 
women (58%), and citizens 
without formal education 
(65%) were particularly likely 
to be unaware of the 
phenomenon.
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54%46%

Basic South African Climate Change Awareness 
in 2018

Never heard of climate change

Have heard of climate change

Some context: In 2008 only 54.4% of South 
Africa’s adult population had heard about the 

Constitution 
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Climate change surveys (Cont.)

The 2018 Afroborometer –
• But even among those with post-

secondary education, 37% said 
they had not heard of it.

• A majority (53%) of South Africans 
who had heard of climate change 
said it is making life worse. 

• But only about half (52%) of those 
who were familiar with climate 
change believed it needs to be 
stopped, and far fewer thought 
they could do “a lot” (20%) or 
even “a little bit” (15%) to help 
fight it. 
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24%

76%

Basic South African concern about climate 
change in 2018

Believe climate change should be stopped

Unaware or unconcerned

In 2008, only 20% of South 
Africans viewed climate 

change as a serious threat. 
Ten years later this had 

risen to only 24%
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Aim

To initiate the co-creation of 
a new national state of environment 

information provision system
that takes full advantage of 

the opportunities presented by 
the information age
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Objective

By the end of the SAE 2025 Visioning 
Workshop, there is general agreement 

amongst workshop participants on what a 
new national state of environment 

information provision system could look like, 
how that vision can be translated into a 

practical system development plan, and how 
key stakeholders can continue to be involved
in the system’s development, implementation 

and maintenance.
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Day 1
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Day 1 (Cont.)
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Day 1 (Cont.)
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Day 2
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Day 2 (Cont.)
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Safety

Safety briefing by hotel safety officer
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Logistics

Teas

Lunch

Gautrain shuttle

Toilets
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“…sustainable development is only possible if it is 

underpinned and informed by an environmentally literate 

society” 

(Minister Ms Barbara Creecy’s address at the Ecologic Awards at Table Bay hotel, Cape Town, 

Wednesday 5 June 2019)


